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__ ____.___.._.;:f-ifstmes so-called Gloomstene:s for a a

headlme i what s herie hopmg to
- _-___._-,.-fread in a newspaper one fine day.
| U}:‘if(}rtunately& his daily life is some-
 what different. He’s trying to eke out a
’*--lwmg by accepting mundane and boring

jobs; the really great adventures that

_ would bring him the glory and fame he |

lengq for are unreachable for him.

- f".:-‘i-_'?f’fi'.ODRIGO is a hero by profession.

People rent heroes when faced

-a problem they cannot solve the:m—;_r:_._:__ |
| .selves Competition is strong, there are .
| _more than enough heroes for hire.

A 'ODRI(”‘() live% on Tol Andar a

very long time. These stones have

- different properties, they can shine,

~ hover or become extremely hot. By
making use of the stones’ powers, the =
 inhabitants have developed exceptmn*‘f?;

skills.

@URHERO, Rodrlg() specmhses n
rescuing princesses — the lowest

 kind ¢ of job for heroes. He has mly had
- second- rate jobs and is longing for the

one big mission, which will not only
improve his ﬁnanc:tal Sltllﬁti()ll but also
bring him fame. .
ODRIGO 18 the kmd of man Wlth
Qﬁﬂle potential | to make a rea._,.;i;_}:;;- steat
hero, given the chance. He's as sly asa
fox and comes from a traditional family
of herie:s —his father grandfat "?;i'_"er and

even hls ﬁreatﬁﬂrandfather were “'Hemes

......

thmg in common: they weren t very

- successful and even less famous.
. -”Redrlgi shows signs of keepmg these

old famﬂy traditions up but his parents

died he;n he was very young s sa he

always had to fend for himself - witha

lattle help from hzq friends Loms and

Pt e

-:Sancha and his dﬁbmus ment@r

Rana;ma




ODRIGO’S DAYS (at least when he
hasn’t got a job to do, 1.e. most
of the time) are ruled by a c.,erlam
re:peﬂtwe patter;

1‘ He gﬁts uij when hé wak@s up }.".z:ifter
all bmng a hero IS a bit hke being an

t First trip to the office juSi::- to ﬁnd out
that he still doesn’t have any _]f}bS

"-'fLuncﬁh at the nearbylnnmostly Wlth
h1s fr'lend Laum to phﬂosopmse rant
an d rave.

o
b R, e

':'I::;'make's' a ptint ts:»f bemg m:_a: h;

 hall of fame. At the moment, the fumre

';._'._at‘ acks by the otherwise _fmrly harmless

He usually spends the evenings with
friends in Sancho's Pub,.

Long after midnight, our hero returns
home to put down his weary head
after an exhaustmg day

Wmtlng alone wﬂl I’lﬂt bring fame and
fortune. It takes great deeds to enter the

 doesn’t look too bright for Rndmgo SO
‘he’s quite happy about increasing

plratfzs... L




problems. L 1 into your CDh—.E'"
'nternet - f Plug & Play is activated, the installa-
 tion programme will start automatlcally
,.-"_chermse,; c f-f’ck on the Imn

I . jfaﬂs to start
,' L i  Hero” Icon (I
. HARDWARE REQUIREMENTS
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS i
Rent-A-Hero can be run on any 100%
Vindows 95/98 compatible PC with a
133 Processor (or higher), Windows
/98, a minimum of 16MB RAM.

RECOMMENDED HARDWARE
Pentium II 300, 64MB RAM, 8x SCSI
"D-ROM drive, 4MB video card.




GAME CONTROLS
o move Rodrigo, click on the point
you want him to go to with the
_ cursor (mouse armw) If p@ssztble
Radm gﬁ wﬂl then m{we the:re

L yﬁu move the CUTSOT OVer an. area

~ that will cause R{:}dngt to leave a sce-

. nanio the meuse cu.rsor changes 111'[{} a
directmtmnal arrow.

If you mcwe the: cursor ever an are:a that_
Wﬂl cause Rodﬁ 90 (0 ';-.'}_%5-09-_ at ¢ tr Use an
object Or a person, it chang ges mto a
CTOSS.

N f""t the bt::sttom Of the screeﬂ _ff'f{}u :see
pall the items Rodrigo has cellected
in the course of the game. To Take or
Use an item, just click on it wﬂ:h the |
left mouse. button (LMB). R{} gt wﬂl;.
 automatically act accordingly.
Example: If you find a shovel on the
floor and click on it, it will be mcluded
in the Inventory Click on the sh{)val
agam and Rodrigo uses it, prowdefi thef"

‘sttuation allows it (e.g. Rodrigo can dlg
e h._(_;}le).
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How REN T"Af" HE RO WAS MADE

The Rent A Hero Game Engine is
based on a combmatlan of 2D and 3D
tachmquas The: tec
experts is 2. SD. To offer the player the
highest possible visual quality as well
as ensuring fast, easy and user-friendly
operation the advantages of both
cfamponants were combined 1n a new
and unique way enabling 640x480
HiColor or TrueColor Modes

\  (depending on chosen setting).

......

5 Backgmunds illustration elements

~ and animations are pre-calculated as
pictures and composed/combined in
real time. Using additional information
resulting from the calculation process,
a virtual 3D-environment i8 created.
Thus each scene gains an addltzonal
dimensmn whlc,h nm (mly pmwdas

........

TH A R | 1 e R RS R
WERURIESNELET el i B R

2 B
i s i)
i

famlltataa the control of

i the characters. The player

i . @ can ‘enter’ the visible space.
- § Another feature of the Gama

Engine is the use of
Iransparency Informa-
_ ) tion. Every picture
element 1s saved along
@ with a transparency

8 mask. This technique is
” /4 commonly known as
& “Alpha Blending” it

nical term used by

allows the depiction of semi- transparent
elements like glass, smoke rain, fire,
etc., but at the same time it also ensures
that the edges Of p1ctura elements look
ooth (Antialiasing). This way, tha
wsual appearance of tha entire scana is
greatly enhanced and comes across as a
unified whole. Special lighting effects

~ create additional ambience. Dependmg

_'-i'f;-f___":?_f__;;____6 positioning of objects, li

~in different colours and shadawmg
_in different tones can be used to

emphasise them.
A great deal of care went into the

creation of sound effects and : music.
SE X and spoken language ara allocated
~ their special position in 3D space to

create spatlal perception.

v, = TR o



a playe:r mterface is based on a very

j_:5.:::;;-i-’;j';_'.-‘-Slmple “Point And Click™ method. All
55??;.::'_"ﬁj'f";'-féacucms can be trigeered by using the
. ;':_ffleft or right mouse button, so even
ffﬁ":_ifb eginners should find the game user-
fffEﬁf'Eff? ;ffmendly and s1mple to control.

...........

'f}veme:ﬁts are very subtle.

;:_Ej_fffff':ff-p@st-product10n work on each scene
but it also creates the atmosphere of
_ “interactive film” and avoids long
35*'3?{5f:§;'_fmterim non-interactive film sequences

'_:_'mimng 1311 t mtermpted as the acj;;}_jial
fﬁi_?fi-;.:ﬁj_-lz-ThlS technique demands a high level (}f L

. _'_'ff_;f'fﬂ_-f_f'ff'fff?l1ke a puppet on A strmg To achwve
‘ - realistic movement, movements are
3:-,"_'ﬁ1me:d with a video camera and then
used as a pattern ‘Then, a pre-built
model is combined with the skeleton
_' _and calculated as a plcture sequence.

GRAPHICS

The graph;tcs were created on

| --_,-:S111c011 Graphlcs Workstations using the
~ software products “‘Alias Power
. '___-"f_’Ammamr” and “Maya Special
- emphasm was put on the expressive
L mt 8; ng tf the characters A specml
era e

&gmaﬁé‘, as a Iandscape (}f hﬂls

| ;-?he graphlc artzst starts by creating

~ a basic skull model, which is then
___ccwered wnh a type of “hills-and-valley

.& ;,;_'_map To change the facial expression,

~ Le. to activate facial and mouth

- 'ﬁ:_-___f;.’_:_:-;-:;;_imwe:mems :a marphmg programme
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hnology used to

_ developec - create the game and the contents. '
[ recorded S@ﬂtéhcé& o usw very reminiscent of a movie

. soundtrack, was composed in such a
nable individual tracks to be

- e

B
K-
L

ined and superimposed to m:

and flow of the action.

e movement of the LEDs creates a  Background music really remains in -
ted o it cande . the “'background’ and highly excitingis i 0 il i S e

T

-~ scenes are accompanied by matching
ic. It was a long, painstaKingly

se conceptual process aided by

erner Hink, Leader of the Vienna
Philharmonic Orchestra.

't}la;;_;sound design takes all possible
blems into consideration, e.g. if a
ver stays in one scenario for an
. hour, volume and frequency of track e e
. repetition are automatically decreased. B

”
e

i

g
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. ~ DIRECTX INSTALLATION CHANGING SYSTEM COMPONENTS
. In order to play "Rent A Hero”, a version of DirectX 6.0 must be in- [f you change your system's graphics or sound card make sure DirectX i 15_

lled on yous outer. During the installation of " . Hero” you’ll  installed again so the appropriate drivers will be added. Follow the
ompted to install DirectX 6.0 if v e - instructions below:
on Install DirectX 6.0 in your RAH-Start Menu.

”.E"}S alws }FS

Lt '._.\..__

1g On syste:_ms so make sure

't -e-_-i_nStallaum process.

blme grapf i__(:_s apphc.:;f:iﬁ:)ﬁs mi ghtﬂ
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